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PRESS RELEASE, 4th August 2016

Jaroslav Fragner Gallery asks Prague a provocative question: Is architecture sexy?
Spaces of Desire: Is Architecture Sexy? This is the title of the exhibition Jaroslav Fragner Gallery presents from 5th August to 25th September. Sex, identity and space are topics that foreshadow the exhibition. It does not present peeks into bedrooms of inhabitants of architectonic masterpieces. The exhibition uses the story of 20th century architecture to illustrate how various sexualities and gender roles shaped architecture, space and the process of architectonic production, and how, vice versa, architecture and urbanism affect gender stereotypes in our society. Works and ideas of leading architects and artists serve as nice examples – Adolf Loos, Otto Wagner, Jan Kotěra, Hana Kučerová-Záveská, Jan Kaplický, Coop Himmelb(l)au, Jan Zrzavý, Ilona Németh, Veronika Bromová, Lenka Klodová, Stano Filka, and Andrea Fraser, along with anonymous projects and designs, which play a no less formative role. They are accompanied by critical texts by Bohuslav Brouk, Bohumil Markalous or Bruno Taut’s pro-feminist handbooks.

Curators Ladislav Zikmund-Lender, Filip Šenk and Dan Merta try to present, question and interpret relations of sexuality, the construction of sexual and gender identities, architectonic space and architectonic production using modernistic and contemporary materials. “Sex and Eros have played an essential role in our lives and all artistic disciplines from time immemorial,” says Dan Merta, the director of Jaroslav Fragner Gallery and one of the curators, and adds: “We want to use various points of view to illustrate that it also applies to architecture, although inspiration is often found more sophisticatedly. Freud simply guided the hand not only of musicians and visual artists, but he is hidden behind drawing boards of leading architects and women architects.”
More information at www.gjf.cz.

“The intent of the exhibition is based on the conviction that sexual identification and sexual practice takes place in architectonic space. Stereotypes and a historical tradition of a patriarchal order had an extensive influence on creating male architect’s identity and his production as well as female architects and their production,” Ladislav Zikmund-Lender explains. “Both in the 20th century and nowadays, we can see unintentional and intentional effort to vindicate the pattern and legitimize it on the one hand, and to violate, deconstruct and overcome it on the other hand.”  
The exhibition presents the relation of male and female space, a tower being a dominant feature of masculinity as well as female symbols of opening the space. Visitors will learn about architect Jan Kaplický’s disclosed erotic inspirations, history and typical features of brothel architecture. One section of the exhibition is dedicated to dematerialization of architecture and materialization of a body, plastic as material of (unrealized) future of the phenomenon of changeability. “Presented projects show radical visions of the new face of architecture in the late 1960s, which are, on the one hand, defined by an image of shared intimacy and a better and more open society, and enthusiasm for cosmic discoveries to at least the same extent, “ Filip Šenk adds. 
Just as the previous exhibitions, art and architecture grows through the gallery to the exterior with works by Jan Kaplický, Martin Gsandtner and Lenka Klodová.

The exhibition also includes a supporting program including guided tours in Czech and English in August. The schedule can be found on the gallery website. 

Vagyny dy Praga and pornfolk prince Záviš are going to play at the opening and visitors can also look forward to Lenka Klodová’s performance.

Adriana Krnáčová, the mayor of Prague, assumed patronage of the exhibition. It is supported by many other cultural institutions: Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague, The City of Prague Museum, Kaplicky Centre, Zbierka Linea, Slovak National Gallery, Cabinet of Architecture, Konsepti, Praha 6, Zdeněk Sklenář Gallery and many other Czech and foreign archives, studios and museums.
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